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do not bring us, unless prayer itself be included among general laws, the experience of all who have sincerely asked them, or, in equivalent terms, the experience of all who have truly prayed testifies, are never withheld. In asking for these blessings, which are the main objects of prayer, we can ask unconditionally and absolutely, directly and definitely, not even needing, as it were, to say, Thy will be done, since we already assuredly know that God's will is to grant them to whoever truly asks them, while He will not, yea cannot, grant them to those who do not ask. Other blessings, however seemingly desirable, reasonable and pious men seek only in subordination to spiritual blessings. They never ask for them except conditionally. They are conscious that what they think best may be really bad, and that what mere nature shrinks from most may be for their highest good. They ask, therefore, for apparent temporal good only in so far as it may be agreeable to God to give it, and with the added supplication that He will give or withhold according to His pleasure, since His pleasure is ever in His children's welfare. All true prayer for temporal things is essentially prayer that God's will in regard to these things may become our will, through our will being elevated and conformed to His; it certainly never is prayer that His will, whether hid in His eternal counsels or expressed in His gen-